
Middle Park History group 

DECEMBER 2020 SPECIAL PUBLICATION  



P a g e  1  M i d d l e  P a r k  L o c a l  H i s t o r y   P r o j e c t  

 

Table of contents 
 

 

Preface  .........................................................................................  2 

Sam Ward 3/4D : AG Gunn – Lanternist  ....................................  3 

Lenny 1/2D and Stella Yannakena PA : Reg Jones  .....................  7 

Matilda Jackson 1/2G : Middle Park Primary School   ................  8 

Caelen Garcia Keady 1/2D : The Turtle  ......................................  9 

Navy Wibholm PA : 119 Harold Street, My House  ...................  12 

Gavin Hazelwood 1/2F : Ding Dong  ........................................  14 

Brian Halim 3/4D : Middle Park’s Evolution  ............................  15 

Ellie Sanders 3/4B : My Middle Park Family History  ..............  16 

Elise Doig 3/4C : Carmelite Tennis Club  ..................................  18 

Bella Cheevers 1/2G : Thomas Cheevers  ..................................  19 

Jocelyn Doig 5/6D : The Victor Blitsas Story  ...........................  20 

Ella Strangward 4/5C : Middle Park Primary School 1944  ......  21 

Elise Carron 5/6E : Tommy's Story  ...........................................  22 

Edward Nisselle 1/2D : My Special Place  ................................  23 

Tarangini Jagannathan PB : Albert Park Lake  ..........................  24 

All contributions printed with permission of the students, their parents and guardians, were 

compiled by Kim K. Mosbach for Middle Park Primary School. Typeset by Gary Poore for  
Middle Park History Group (Inc.) and printed by Postnet, South Melbourne 

© 2020 All students, Middle Park Primary School and Middle Park History Group (Inc.) 



P a g e  2  M i d d l e  P a r k  L o c a l  H i s t o r y   P r o j e c t  

 

Preface 

The Middle Park History Group brings 
together local residents keen to promote the 
care of our beautiful suburb. We meet in 
normal times at the Middle Park Primary 
School. This year we began a partnership 
with the school assisting the students on 
several projects including a history museum 
and an essay competition. Students were 
asked to submit an illustrated essay about a 
place or person in Middle Park. Despite the 
severe disruption of the pandemic, we were 
delighted to receive the sixteen submissions 
which included every year level. 
Congratulations to these students who will 
all receive a gift book voucher from us as a 
prize. The stories are entertaining, 
picturesque, informative, and very diverse. 
They include a turtle, a ‘lanternist,’ a 
neighbour, a house, a family, a school, a 
great-great-grandfather, a lake, a club, a 
shopkeeper, a sculpture, a secret path, and 
more!  As for Ding Dong – well we will 
leave that to you to find out. We look 
forward to repeating this awards program in 
2021 and encourage every student to 
contribute to our history by recording the 
important stories all around us. 

 

Meyer Eidelson 

 

President 

Middle Park History Group  

It has been such a wonderful experience to 
have our local Middle Park History Group 
working in partnership with our students at 
Middle Park Primary School. The project has 
inspired so many of our students and their 
families to investigate important aspects of 
their local history. We are grateful to the 
MPHG team for their support, 
encouragement and guidance in initiating 
such rich learning for our students. 

 

Tim Newton 

 

Principal 

Middle Park Primary School 
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119 Harold Street  
By: Navy Wibholm, Prep A 

 
My history project is about my house 

 
 
 

House 
 

In 1935 our house was apartments. Then it became a 
house. Sir Rupert Murdoch's nephew owned the house 
unƟl 1989. The house was a mixture of styles. In 2001 
our landlords made the house all squares and triangles. 

That is called Art Deco. 
 

Stable 
 

The stable used to have horses but now it is where we 
watch TV, Giardino Pasquale is an arƟst. He lived above 
the TV room. He has art at the NGV. You can sƟll see 

the square in the stable from the alley way. The square 
is where the hay for the horses was delivered. They used a 

gantry. 
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My name is Gavin and I’m in grade 2 at Middle Park Primary. I love my school but one of the most 
special things about it is that my Grandma who I call Ding Dong went to this school too! Her name is 
Donna but I’ve called her Ding Dong since I was really little. 
I asked Ding Dong about what it was like at Middle Park when she was there and she told me lots of 
interesting things. 
I’ve worked out that it was 64 years between her being in prep and me being in prep, but back then 
prep was called ‘bubs’ which I think is really funny. The other name that’s different is the schools 
name, back then it was called Middle Park Central School. 
Back in Ding Dongs time they lined up at the start of school, just like we do, but they had to march 
into class to a fife and drum band! The girls played the fife and the boys played the drum. I think if 
we still did that now the girls and boys could play whatever they liked. 
Ding Dong also remembers that they had a school dance that even the preps went to. Madame 
Bindley taught them all how to dance properly with a partner, which would have been really fun! 
Back in the 1950’s they didn’t have as many specialist classes like we do. There was no library, music 
or french. Poor Ding Dong, she would have loved learning french with Madame Fifi! 
The older kids did have swimming lessons, but there was no MSAC, so they had to swim at the 
beach! Ding Dong still swims at the beach every morning now! 
She says the biggest change to the school is the playground area. There was no play equipment like 
monkey bars and slides or anything and where the footy grass is now was called the Flat and it only 
had dirt and gravel. She said the boys played on the Flat and the girls played on the asphalt near the 
school building. 
When I’m in class I find it funny to think that little Ding Dong sat in the same classroom as me. She’s 
very clever and likes learning a lot. She still learns things now and even goes to class to learn Latin 
and German. Her favourite part of school was a book called a reader which they got every month 
and kept in a special brown folder. I like reading too and I think the books we get now sound a lot 
more interesting than Ding Dongs ones. She had to read ones like John and Betty and the School 
Paper. 
I’m so happy to be at the same school as Dong Dong because she’s very special to me. 
By Gavin Hazelwood 1/2F 

 
 
Photo of Ding Dong in ‘bubs’ 
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Middle Park’s Evolution 

By Brian.H 
Grade 4 
 
Middle Park Primary School (MPPS) is a wonderful school. Did you notice how old our 
school is? It's More than 100 years old! Opening from 1887 to now! This school is home to 
many of the smartest people in Australia. 
 
Middle park primary school became the first ever central school in 1916 to 1968 in 1968 it 
was converted into a primary school. If you didn't know already Middle Park has its own 
suburb! 
 

 
As you can see MPPS has some of the oldest buildings in victoria architecture proving that 
this school is VERY old Middle park is very big and is almost 200 years old. Did you know 
that somebody wrote a book about MPPS?? Here's the link! His name is George Morris; he 
even wrote a total of 106 pages! Here's the link again  click here for the book if you're not 
interested you don't have to read it as it is very long but he solely did this in honour of the 
school and also if you didn't know our current principal is Tim Newton Thanks for coming 
with me into this history adventure! 
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My Middle Park Family History 

My name is Ellie Sanders. I live in Danks Street, Middle Park. I am in Grade 4 at Middle Park 

Primary School.  

My great great Grandfather was George Mulchinock. He was born in Deptford, County Kent, 

England on 22 November 1867.  

When he was 22 years old he travelled on a ship called “Blairgowrie” to Port Melbourne in 

1890. He came to Australia to live and work.  

He got a job as an office boy, then as a news reporter and journalist with the Herald and 

Weekly Times in Melbourne. He worked here for 43 years and he was the editor of The 

Weekly Times newspaper for 35 years.  

When he was 33 years old he married Agnes Reid from Albert Park in 1901. The church was 

St Anselm’s Anglican Church on Park Road & Langridge Street, Middle Park. Back then their 

church was wooden but later in 1922 it was rebuilt with brick.  

They first lived at “Vesta” 50 Armstrong Street, Middle Park. Then they lived in a house at 87 

Harold Street, Middle Park. Their 3 children were all born in this house including my great 

Grandmother. The children went to Middle Park Primary School before they moved to Glen 

Iris.  

My great great Grandfather was a founding member of the Middle Park Bowling Club. In 

1903 he went to a public meeting about setting up a recreation reserve for the people that 

lived in Middle Park. The meeting was in Honeybone’s Hall, a hat factory in Neville Street, 

Middle Park. Here he became company secretary and later played in lots of matches for the 

club.  

Here is a picture of him and his family. My great Grandmother is the little girl in the 

photograph. I have also made some more pictures on the next page. 
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Carmelite Tennis Club 
Every club has a competitive side. Including Carmelite Tennis Club. With thanks to current club 
president Victor Blitsas and long serving member Angela Mildenhall, they help explain how the 
club has changed over the years. 
 
Carmelite opened in 1918. The tennis courts and clubhouse were built by Carmelite Order of 
the Church. The first clubhouse was built at the same time as the courts. It was located next to 
the railway. It was only a wooden shed and was used to store the tennis nets. Back then they 
had to bring the nets out every time the courts were used. Initially there were only three entou-
cas courts.  Male and female bathrooms were added to the clubhouse in the mid 80s. Two 
more entoucas courts were added in 1994. Then, in 2001, they rebuilt the clubhouse and 
moved it to where it is today. 
 
Currently Carmelite has 260 members. At one point Carmelite had over 400 members! 95% of 
the 260 members are local residents but not all of the members play.  
 
Victor Blitsas has been the president of Carmelite Tennis Club since 2007. He lets ‘Metro Ten-
nis’ use the courts to teach lessons. He also lets guests and non-members in to play for a 
small fee. 
 
Carmelite Tennis Club is known for exercise, enjoyment and competitions. Some of the major 
events include the annual Club Championships and weekend competition for juniors and 
adults. Angela Millenhall remembers other past  social events such as the social round robin 
tournaments held each year at Albert Ground in St Kilda Rd and at Werribee which both had 
grass courts, and the annual Christmas party with Santa, presents for all of the kids and a fab-
ulous barbeque lunch. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

By: Elise D 3/4C Middle Park Primary School 
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THOMAS CHEEVERS WITH SISSIE, JOHNNY , ALFIE 
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The Victor Blitsas story BY Jocelyn D 56D 
 
Everyone has a story. About their life, their history. This story is about a man who has lived and 
worked in Middle Park most of his life. His name is Victor Blitsas.  
Back in 1973 when Middle Park wasn’t so popular, Victor started prep at Middle Park Primary 
School. 70% of the students were Greek, including him. “The Greeks were known as Wogs and 
the Aussies, Skips.” Victor remembers. There were no school uniforms and over 30 students 
were in each class. Victor finished grade six in 1979. 
Victor worked as an agent for Master Dry Cleaners on Armstrong Street from 1988 - 1990. Back 
then some of the shops included Nancarrow’s, a milk bar, a second hand shop and a hardware 
store. Then on July 1st, 1991, he opened his own dry cleaning shop, Victor’s Dry Cleaners. He 
has been working there ever since. In 1999, Victor moved to East Bentleigh where he currently 
lives. But he comes to Middle Park every day to work.  
Today Middle Park is very expensive. Victor believes it’s because it’s close to the beach and the 
city. It has the most expensive real estate per square foot and many different nationalities. Cur-
rently IGA, Hector’s Cafe, Sweat gym, Hot Honey Cafe, a clothes shop and Gum Tree (Organic 
goods) replace the old shops on Armstrong Street. 
Middle Park is described as the little village where everyone seems to know each other. Victor 
says, “I always thought this was because you’ve got the beach on one end and the park at the 
other, it therefore feels like you’re enclosed within.”  
Victor plans to continue working at Victor’s Dry Cleaners and enjoy the village feel of Middle 
Park for many years to come. 
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Middle Park Primary School  
1944 

 

By Ella Strangward Grade 6 Middle Park Primary School 
With contribution from Josephine Smith (grandma) 

 

Most people say the past was the past and we should just forget it. But do they actually know 
what the past was like? Back in 1944 my grandma went to Middle Park Central School or 
Middle Park Primary School as we know it today at the age of 5 and most alike to now back 
then they were also a multi gender school. Although you might think it was all the same they 
actually had separated the school into 2 different sections- infant school and junior school- 
with two different principals. The principal for the infant school was Miss Jennings and she 
used to strap the students if they behaved  badly. When the kids sat down in their normal 
classrooms they had their own desk that was lined up in rows with a fireplace in the corner 
where the teacher sat so the teacher was warm while the students were cold with about 40 stu-
dents in one class. Let’s just say it was not luxurious back then. My Grandma said that most 
of the girls looked like a young actress, Shirley Temple, as they curled their hair and the 
school did not have a uniform. Their lessons were set by the education department so they 
were doing the same thing as everyone else in Victoria. When they all went out to play, girls 
were not allowed to play with the boys and instead were in a separate area and sat on the 
benches and chatted. Like today when kids reached grade 3 they moved into junior school 
and got to write in ink pens which has always been exciting. So I think overall we can tell that 
from my Grandma’s experience that middle park primary school is a lot better now and I am 
sure most people would agree. 
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The shiny bronze boots glisten in the sun atop the sand. This artwork is 
named Tommy's Story. A famous bronze sculpture made by Bill Perrin. 
The amazing sculpture is based off of a man who lived in the 1930's. 
He was a local bloke named Tommy who used to work across the bay 
on the wharves as a wharfie. lt cost money to take a bath and get 

public transport to work. So Tom my would strip off his clothes, leave 
them on the beach and then swim across to the other side, where he 

would put on his work clothes. AŌer a full day's physical work, he'd take 
off his work clothes and swim all the way back home. 

Perrin was so inspired by this that he got straight to work. He started 
by geƫng some 1930's clothes, made by a professional tailor. The work 
put into the clothing was immaculate. the details so precise that it took 

weeks to have the finalised design. Molds were then made of the 
garments and boots and molten bronze was poured to create the 
finished piece. As he expected. all the beauƟfully made clothing 

perished during this process. 
When Perrin originally created the sculpture he paƟnated the bronze 

with subtle colours. An early photograph shows the leather boots to be a 
deep polished tan. the corduroy pants a rich brown and the neb cap, 

shirt and waistcoat had been paƟnated in various shades of silver‐grey. 
Time and sea air has broken down the wax sealant and now the 

sculpture is a mellow bronze colour all over. 
All that work has shaped an amazing part of Middle Park's history and 

the story of Tom my will live on forever. 
 

Elise Carron 5/6E 
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