




THE CHURCHES OF MIDDLE PARK
A series by Diana Phoenix

The Church of Christ
 In 1904 a break-away group of 30 Church of Christ members left
South Melbourne and met in Honeybone’s Hall in Neville Street,
intending to work towards the establishment of their own place
of worship in Middle Park. The planned church, on the corner of
Richardson and Mills Streets, was designed to have brick walls,
a tiled roof and seating for 150 people.  Permission was granted
by the Health Department and the opening took place on 24
November 1909.
 This is not a large building, measuring 30 X 13 metres, contain-
ing five bays, with the entrance on Richardson Street, opposite
the Middle Park Primary School. The style of architecture is
simpler than that of the Presbyterian  (now demolished) and
Methodist churches further east along Richardson Street.  Built
of red brick, these bays each contain a gothic  style window.
 In May 1915 an application for additions to the Church was
submitted to the Health Department,  and these were opened
in October of that year.  The architect was W. Meekison who
was also the first pastor, while the builder was Mr. W. Timmins.
A manse was not acquired. Meekison’s name was inscribed on
a 1915 foundation stone, the location of which is now unknown.
In 1910-1911 he was living at 21 Wright Street, but by 1915 he
was at 36 Mary Street, St Kilda. The first preacher was H. G.
Hayward, registered in March 1910.

The original building contained only 3 bays, each approximately
3 metres wide, with those added closer to 4 metres wide.  The
walls are punctuated by projecting ‘buttresses’ an additional
brick deep every 3-4 metres.  The windows are ‘Gothic’ style,
with one window per bay. They are’ banded’ with two cement
bands, one running at sill height, and one towards the top of each
window, but which partly forms the lintel. The roof is made of red
or ‘Marseilles’ style tiles which give a black and red effect.
Sunday  School  operated from the start, also a choir and then a
Dorcas Society. A Soldiers Comfort Club existed later, obviously
after the outbreak of war. Annual picnics were held, with the
children transported in horse-driven vans as far away as Doncas-
tor or Murrumbeena.
 The strength of the organisation came from the youth and young

music was appropriate. Marriage of divorcees was not allowed.
Dancing was forbidden because it had not been mentioned in
the Bible.
 The Depression made a difference to the Church community.
The salary of the minister was reduced, while the church was
unable to buy songbooks. It could be that this socio-economic
crisis was something from which this particular Church did not
recover.
 By 1948 the ministers officiating were still undergoing training,
thus were of student status.  However, the Sunday School and
various clubs were still active.  A breakthrough came in 1955
when women were elected to the Board.  Max Nankervis report-
ed that Russell Hiscock and Elva Longstaff, both local residents,
stated that the Church was not strongly attended and the com-
munity was small. Lack of adequate housing caused many
church members to leave the district. According to Church of
Christ records membership numbers were roughly 135 in 1962
and as low as 25 when it closed.
 Great changes were taking place in society following the end of
WW2 and the Church of Christ could have been affected more
than others because of its strict rules. Many schools and clubs
were insisting on attendance at Saturday sporting events, often
where better facilities were available. More families spent
week-ends away at beach or country properties, thanks to the
growing car ownership.  In addition television was inducing
people to stay at home rather than spend evenings at church
meetings or services.
 In 1976 a Greek School was set up in the building, run by the
Church and Mr Peter Gouzos, a member of the Greek community.
 Finally, in July, 1977 the Church was closed.  The Church Proper-
ty Corporation decided to put the building up for sale.  Mr. Peter
Gough, a photographer, bought it and  used it for a studio for
some years.
 During the 1990s the Church was converted into three apart-
ments.  This project was carried out in accordance with the
regulations enforced by a Heritage Overlay on the building.

adult clubs. There were football and cricket teams, plus tennis
and athletics clubs. These were to provide recreation for young
people, children and adults away from worldly recreation facili-
ties that might lure them away from the Church and its services.
Membership was based on church attendance which was re-
quired at least once a month.  Everybody joined in the fund
raising and building maintenance. The rules were very strict:
discussions would take place about these, and whether certain
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Middle Park is the home to at least seven church buildings of which only two, the Church of
Our Lady of Mount Carmel and the Baptist Church still operate.  In this series Diana tells us

about the places of worship in Middle Park, both present and past






