
  

This issue sees the return of regular contributor Bruce 
Armstrong with memories of a famous personage. 

Sonya Cameron has contributed an article on 
local businesses, no longer running, plus her regular 
“Middle Park 100 years ago”. 

World Environment Day is on 5 June 2019, the 
same day as every year. See page 10 to see how the  
City of South Melbourne, as we were then, celebrated 

World Environment Week in 1992, 27 years ago. The 
“Fresh Start for Albert Park Lake” began then and 
improvements, especially to the walls around the 
margins of the, lake continue.  

The second of our four regular meetings in 2019 
will be on Monday 6 May, very soon. 

Gary Poore 

E d i t o r i a l  

 
 Photograph: Rose Stereograph Co. State Library of Victoria  
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The Melbourne Omnibus and Tram Company and the 
South Melbourne Co-operative Laundry 

63–73 Kerferd Road 
 

Sonya Cameron 

M i d d l e  P a r k  H i s t o r y  g r o u p  

Prior to the introduction of trams, Melbourne’s 
public transportation was provided by 
horsedrawn vehicles, including a variety of 
carriages for hire, Hansom cabs and horse drawn 
omnibuses. The first public transport service in 
Victoria was operated by W F E Liardet  
between Sandridge (Port Melbourne) and 
Melbourne from December 1840. Other services 
followed. The Melbourne Omnibus Company 
was established in 1869 by Francis Boardman 
Clapp, William McCulloch and Henry Hoyt and 
initially operated 11 horse-drawn buses from 
Flinders Street and Spencer Street stations via 
Bourke Street to Fitzroy.  On 11 September 1877 
the Melbourne Tram & Omnibus Company was 
established and acquired the assets of the 
Melbourne Omnibus Company when the latter 
was liquidated in August 1878. It took over the 
running of the horse omnibuses and by 1882, its 
fleet consisted of 178 horse buses, each carrying 
12-14 seated passengers, and operating fifteen 
different routes. 

In 1878 the Melbourne Omnibus Company 

leased, then later bought, an acre of land on 
Kerferd Road between Herbert Street and Carter 
Street, Albert Park and occupied the site from 
1878 – 1890.  In April 1878 The Town Council 
of Emerald Hill agreed to form a road leading up 
to the new stables.   

A description of the development of the site 
appeared in The Age, 28 April 1878. 

These two substanƟal FederaƟon homes at number 63 Kerferd 

Road (on the corner of Herbert Street) and number 65 next 

door are on land formerly occupied by The Melbourne Omnibus 

and Tram Company and the South Melbourne Co operaƟve 

Laundry.  

A St Kilda omnibus on Sunday, 1855 (SLV) 
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Extract from Building allotments near Albert Park StaƟon 1878 (SLV) 

Clarendon Street, west side, by David Wood (CoPP sm0430)  
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“The erection of the Emerald-hill stables of 
the Melbourne Omnibus Company is being 
pushed forward as rapidly as possible. The office 
and 'bus houses are built of brick, and occupy, 
with the harness room, nearly the whole of one 
side of the site obtained by the company. The 
stables, which are constructed to accommodate 
159 horses, occupy two sides of the rectangular 
area, and are built of weatherboard. The side 
forming the rear of the premises is not yet built 
upon. The brick building alone was constructed 
by contract at a cost of £1200, while the 
remaining portion of the tenements are being 
erected by the company's workman. The site of 
the stables is on the Kerferd-road, near the Rifle 
Butts. The road has not yet been made up to the 
spot, but Workmen are now busily engaged in 
the work of forming the approaches to the 
stables. The ground flooring of the stables and 
the greater portion of the yard have had to be 
raised two or three feet, which has been 
accomplished by the free use of broken metal 
and sand. It is proposed to run twelve 'buses on 
the Emerald-hill line, and the company believe 
that a commencement will be made early in the 
coming month.” 

On 26 July 1878 the The Record and Emerald 
Hill and Sandridge Advertiser announced that 
“the long-expected boon of an additional regular 
means of communication with the City will be 
un fait accompli to-morrow on Emerald Hill, 
when the Melbourne Tramway and Omnibus 
Company intend to commence running a line of 
busses between the corner of Bridport and 
Montague-streets via Park, Clarendon and 
Moray-streets and the Royal Arcade, Bourke-
street” The fare would be 3d and the buses would 
run every few minutes, day and evening.  In 
April 1887 the line was extended to Beaconsfield 
Parade. 

Earlier omnibuses required passengers to 
clamber up three steps to board the tram but the 
new omnibus for the Emerald Hill line was built 
so that passengers could step straight from the 
ground into the bus – this design change was 
required because the bus had to pass under the 

Falls Bridge which was too low for the original 
omnibus design. 

On the 18 April 1890, the new Queen’s 
Bridge over the Yarra River was opened. This 
new bridge replaced the old Falls Bridge, a 
ramshackle wooden structure which connected 
the city to South Melbourne and Port Melbourne. 
Once the new bridge was completed it was 
possible to replace the horse omnibus with a 
cable tram and the Melbourne Tram & Omnibus 
Company no longer required a depot and stables 
in Kerferd Road.  

In The Age on 3 October 1890 the site was 
advertised by Buckhurst and Buxton as being for 
sale by Private Treaty and described as a 
‘Splendidly Situated Freehold Property’. 
However, according to the South Melbourne rate 
books, the land remained in the ownership of the 
MT&OC until 1906. The site remained vacant 
for several years until, in 1893, the new 
occupiers were a wood and coal yard operated by 
James Page and the South Melbourne Co- 
Operative Laundry 

The crash of the boom economy in 
Melbourne at the end of 1891 led to a huge 
increase in unemployment as the labour market 
dried up. The Age newspaper published a number 
of articles on the sufferings of the unemployed 
and their families. In order to help these families 
the newspaper created a ‘Snowball’ fund 
whereby every member of staff would be given a 
list. After writing his name and the amount of his 
donation on the list he would pass the list on to a 
friend requesting him to add his name and 
donation to the list and then pass it on, etc.  

Money raised from the ‘Snowball’ Fund 
would be used to help the unemployed in a 
practical way. At a meeting in September 1892 it 
was decided to use money from the Fund to 
establish a laundry in South Melbourne on co-
operative principles to provide work for 
unemployed women such as widows with 
children and wives of unemployed men. 
Donations would also be asked from members of 
the public, not only of money, but also of objects 
such as copper boilers, washing troughs, 
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mangles, tables, irons, wringers, etc.  

At a meeting of the committee in November 
1892 it was reported that part of the old bus 
stables and ground [in Kerferd Road] had been 
secured at a moderate rent and following 
necessary modifications the business would soon 
be in full swing.  

The letter from the Honorary Treasurer of the 
Co-Operative best describes the philosophy of 
the laundry and its intended benefits. 

The Laundry closed in 1906 but no 
explanation for its closure could be discovered. 
Perhaps the Melbourne Tram & Omnibus 
Company were eventually able to sell the land as 
more and more houses were being built along 
Kerferd Road. The two large Federation houses 
at numbers 65 and 63 were built on half the land 
in 1908 and four smaller identical single-storey 
brick houses, numbers 67-73, were built on the 
remaining land. 
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Mystery object 
What is this a part of, and where is it? Thanks 
to our spotter James Wollett again. 

Location of Steam Laundry as shown on a MMBW 1895 plan 
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Mary McDermott, a long time member of the 
Middle Park History Group and a resident for 70 
years, died peacefully on 19 January 2019. She 
was born in 1926 Mary Rosalie Chennell at 
Broken Hill, NSW, to parents Olive and 
Reverend Percy Chennell. 

Mary, the oldest of four girls, grew up in 
South Australia, and as her father was a 
Methodist Minister, the family moved every 
three years, living in Kapunda, Moonta, 
Goodwood, Clarendon, Blackwood and Mount 
Barker. 

Family life as a Minister's daughter was strict 
and frugal. During the depression Mary's parents 
ran a mission for the poor, and even though 
Mary was young she was expected to help. 
During the time of the poliomyelitis epidemic, 
all schools were closed, and during this period 
Mary and her siblings and parents would stay at 
Moonta Bay to enjoy the sun, sea and sand. Mary 
always loved the sea. 

Mary’s father had educated her in the 
management of money and with this skill, 
together with her good memory and meticulous 
attention to detail, she was able to work as a 
bookkeeper and comptometrist. Mary joined the 
RAAF as a Teleprinter Operator in Melbourne 
and was discharged in August 1946. 

Mary met her future husband Ron McDermott 
on a blind date in front of the Regent Theatre in 
Collins Street, Melbourne. This had been 
arranged by one of the Corrick boys from Middle 
Park. She married Ron in 1949, when she was 
about 23 and he was about 25, and came to live 
at 115 Harold Street with him and the 
McDermott family. The house was the home 
where Ron had grown up and has been in the 
same family for 100 years. Mary and Ron spent 
the next 69 years by the sea at 115 Harold Street 

and had two daughters (who still call number 
115 their home). Ron had been an only child. 
Mary and Ron would have celebrated 70 years of 
marriage this year. 

After her marriage, Mary continued to attend 
the Methodist Church in Richardson Street, 
Middle Park, and was involved with the 
Mothers’ Group at Middle Park Primary School. 
In her later years Mary helped with the South 
Port Parishes weekly lunches and entertainment 
for the elderly. 

In 1974 Mary returned to work as a 
comptometrist and bookkeeper for Peacocks, 
Australian Gold Buying Melbourne, and CEW 
Electrical in South Melbourne.  

No wonder Mary loved living in Middle Park, 
as it perhaps reminded her of childhood days 
spent by the sea. Mary always thanked her lucky 
stars that she and Ron were able to live in such a 
wonderful suburb in such a convenient and 
comfortable home, close to trams, beach and lots 
of attractions. She and Ron always had plenty of 
family and friends wanting to come and stay. 

Vale Mary McDermott 
 

Annette Robinson with Anne Sindrey  
(Mary’s daughter) 
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Between 1914 and 1923, the former English, 
Scottish and Australian Bank, colloquially 
known as the ES&A Bank, was located at 108 
Canterbury Road, Middle Park. Unfortunately 
the building has since been demolished.  

In February 1919, the bank was the focus 
of an attempted robbery by a gang of three men 
on the clerk who was carrying cash to the 
Albert Park branch of the bank. Unfortunately 
for the thieves, detectives had become aware of 
their plans and foiled them in a daring 
intercept, reported in full detail in this article in 
what was then our local newspaper, The 
Record, on Saturday 8 February 1919. 

Following a verdict of guilty at their trial in 
March, two of the three men, Arthur Oliver and 
William Tasman Clark, were each sentenced to 
three years gaol. William Hoare did not appear 
and forfeited his bond of £150. It seems he was 
never caught. 

Middle Park 100 years ago 
 

Sonya Cameron 

From Register of male and female prisioners, PROV, VPRS 
515 

From The Record published unƟl 1979, “CirculaƟng in 
South Melbourne, Albert Park, Middle Park, St. Kilda and 
Port Melbourne”, telephone number, 1371. 
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A Middle Park knight 
 

Bruce Armstrong 

In 1932 I was in grade 2 of Middle Park Primary 
School. There were two mixed grades of boys 
and girls – one taught by experienced middle-
aged Miss Colley and the other by a trainee 
teacher, John Rossiter, a young man of about 18. 
He was tall, handsome in a rugged sort of way, 
solidly build and athletic in appearance. Word 
got around that he was a skilled boxer.  

We six-year-olds were in awe of him, he 
affected a jaunty swagger, the girls liked him, he 
was a deterrent to the boys with their hair-
pulling and teasing. We often saw “our Mr 
Rossiter” in the Middle Park Baths or sun-
bathing on the beach and were glad that he was 
obviously domiciled locally.  

In 1933 he advanced to teaching Grade 3. He 
kept us interested with how he interpreted the 
curriculum, particularly “nature study”. He kept 
a live praying mantis on an indoor plant on his 
desk. Being fast with his hands, he could catch 
flies in flight or at rest, then impale them on a 
steel pen-nib. The fly would be offered to the 
mantis and we gathered around to watch it eating 
its free meal alive.  

A large black spider had its web in a corner of 
the room and “Sir” sometimes threw a hapless 
fly into its web to be efficiently grabbed and 
hauled into its “dining room”. Nature study! We 
revelled in it. The visiting school inspectors 
would have been impressed with this young 
man’s methods, perhaps his papers were marked 
“worth consideration for accelerated 
promotion”. One comment at the time was 
“Rossiter’s personality means he is formidable 
to his foes and his friends”.  

About 1957 I had entered the teaching service 
as a trainee trade instructor in technical schools. 
From the grapevine we learned that Rossiter had 
become an academic and advanced to the 
position of Head of the RMIT English 

Department. Well informed and forceful in 
debate, he was poised and confident.  

He entered politics and was elected MLA for 
the blue-ribbon seat of Brighton. Through his 
own connections and his daughter Susan’s 
marriage to Federal member, Andrew Peacock, 
his appointment to Chief Secretary in the 
Victorian Government of Premier Tom Hollway 
was quite a “bunk up” for our man from Middle 
Park.  

This was a powerful position – one of his 
responsibilities was for police. In the Honours 
List appeared Sir John Rossiter KBE. From 
teaching boys and girls at Middle Park Primary 
the 12-times tables and basic language skills, our 
man had come a long way.  

Sir John Frederick Rossiter KBE  was born 
on 17 December 1913 and died on 18 January 
1988. 
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MPHG meeting schedule 2019 
 

Monday 6 May 2019 – Maurita Harney “Growing up in Middle Park—recollections of the 
1940s and 1950s” 

Maurita’s grandparents moved into Page Street Middle Park in 1920, and her family has had a 
continuous presence in the suburb since then. Maurita reflects on her experience in the neighbourhood, 
the schools, the streetscapes and shops.  

 

Monday 2 September 2019 –  Janet Bolitho and Margaret Bride 

Monday 11 November 2019 (AGM) – Adair Bunnett  

All meetings are at 7:30 pm at the Albert Park Baptist Church Hall, corner Kerferd Road and 
Richardson Street (entry through OFFICE door in Richardson Street) and are followed by 

supper. 
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Your MPHG committee 
 

President:    Meyer Eidelson (acting) 
Vice-President:    Meyer Eidelson  
Secretary:    Vacant  
Treasurer:   Sonya Cameron  
Liaison officer:    Diana Phoenix  
Committee members:   Annette Robinson, Tony Liston 
Oral history:      Annette Robinson 

Recently I led a two hour City of Port Phillip 
walking tour based on one of our new flyers: 
Woodcrafts of Middle Park. It was very well 
attended by 21 people who  loved the walking 
maps and the stunning Queen Anne, Federation 
and Edwardian housing revealed on the map 
route.  

 The City is consulting with us about its annual 
program of heritage plaques highlighting 
buildings or locations that are heritage treasures. 
Let us know if you have suggestions. We have 
recommended  the former Lanark Terrace site for 
a plaque. 

 At our last general meeting we canvassed with 
members possible new directions for our history 

group. These included expanding our territory to 
include Albert Park which could increase our 
general and committee membership and improve 
heritage promotion and representation for our 
adjacent suburb.  Other suggestions include a 
funded history prize for the local school and new 
books focussing on children as the future 
historians of tomorrow. One creative idea is 
a  colouring-in sketch book of iconic 
buildings.  We also plan to create a new colour 
promotional flyer. The committee is keen to 
pursue new ideas and welcomes any suggestions. 

 Looking forward to seeing you all on 6 May. 

Regards 

Meyer Eidelson 

Vice President’s report 
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